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What are the most important factors influencing American opinions about global warming and climate change?
Gallup reports that education and politics are two major factors influencing American opinions about global warming and climate change. Americans who claim to understand the concept of global warming does not necessarily connect it to human activities. This reveals that knowledge of global warming does not authenticate global warming as a human-induced issue. Therefore, it influences the opinions of the most educated Americans who consistently seem to believe that global warming is caused by natural changes and not human activities (Gallup, 2014). Politics is also another factor that has been influencing American opinions. Politicians had been criticizing the science behind climatic changes hence making it a bipartisan issue. Politicians are public influencers and when they politicize an issue the public is most likely to believe in their criticism, even if it is not based on facts. In fact, politicians who are somehow skeptical about global warming and climatic changes tend to use public resources to manipulate the scientist’s findings and reports hence creating a scenario that inevitably misleads the public’s opinion about global warming and climate change. 
Are these opinions likely to be based on sound scientific reasoning? Why or Why not?
It all depends on whether or not what scientists report is true or is influenced by alarmists. Just like religion, science is a search for truth. The existing contorted political mischief or corruption of climate science makes it difficult for people to base their opinions on sound scientific reasoning. Science is too important for people to allow it to be hijacked by political and economic special interests. It is even more worrying that alarmists had been doing everything they can to influence scientific research done on global warming. For example, Gallup reported that a recent study done in 2007 and 2010 showed that climate researchers were suppressing information (Gallup, 2014). Therefore, their findings should be treated as a misconception that should not be trusted given that human activities and the number of industries that emit carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has increased at an alarming rate. Therefore, it is plausible to believe that most of the American’s opinions are not based on scientific reasoning. 
Utilize the standard error numbers provided to evaluate whether having a college degree is likely to significantly influence a person's opinion regarding global warming and climate change.
While Gallup reported that the level of education is not a predictor of one’s opinion on global warming and climate change, it is difficult to report on something that one does not understand. For example, if someone does not understand the entire concept of global warming, then, it could be difficult to provide a sound opinion. The opinion provided by those who do not have a college degree can be erroneous as most of them may not understand the concept of global warming and key contributors to climate changes. Therefore, knowledge on the topic or having a college degree influences one’s opinion. 
Do the same to evaluate whether one's political affiliation is likely to significantly influence a person's opinion regarding global warming and climate change. Which factor has the most influence on our opinions and why?
As discussed earlier, political affiliation is also likely to influence a person’s opinion regarding global warming and climate change. Alarmists and in this case politicians had been politicizing the issue of global warming perhaps to serve their own interests. Alarmists/politicians are influencers and, therefore, can do everything to make their point relevant. While some scientists have been trying to demonize global warming and climate changes, many politicians have made it a partisan issue. It is true the earth has been changing since it was formed, but the fact is that human activities have been impacting it more. It is all in the nuances, which makes it so easy for political affiliates to influence people’s opinion regarding global warming and climate changes. Therefore, politicization of global warming and climate changes has the most influence on people’s opinions. This is because people have a tendency of supporting ideas brought forth by political affiliates they associate with rather than the knowledge or facts they have on the matter. 
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